
 

   
 Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council 
               Wishing All Our Friends 
                Merry  Christmas 2022   
 

 

 

 

And God took a handful of southerly wind, blew His breath over it  
and created the horse. 

                                                                                                       Bedouin saying 

           
 

   
 

 
NOT JUST A PONY 

 

When you give a kid a pony, you give them more than just a four legged furry friend. You give 
them a sport, a talent, hopes, dreams, and friends - friends who become family, a place to 
learn about life, room to grow as a person, where they can push themselves to their very 
limits and bravery, and courage, and memoriesé Oh the memories that will last a lifetime. 
And a LIFE. They will have ALL THESE THINGS simply because you gave a kid a ponyé 
 

 



 
 

Because you gave a kid a pony, you too will develop new lifelong friendships, developed 
solely from the same passion for the sport and the love of your barn family and team. You will 
root together. And cry together. And laugh together. All because you gave a kid a ponyé 
 

Then one day - years from nowé They will be in their room and a picture of that pony will 
catch their eye. When they look at it they will know instantly that when you gave that kid a 
pony you gave them a childhood that they will never forget. They will realize that everything 
YOU gave up along the wayé was worth it. 
All because you gave a kid a ponyé  
~ Anna Ingram Knowles 
 

 
 
The RFVHC works for you ï  
 
Horsemen and Horsewomen; horses and mules are our priority.  
We continue to promote equestrian activities through continuing education programs, 
Horse Shows, Rodeo events, Horse drawn wagon & sleigh ride businesses and by 
supporting other non-profits such as the Roaring Fork Hounds Pony Club, Aspen 
Riding Academy, and our equine therapy programs in the Roaring Fork Valley. 
 

WindWalkers - http://www.windwalkerstrc.org/  
Smiling Goat Ranch - http://smilinggoatranch.com/   
Ascendigo - https://www.ascendigo.org/ 
RIDE ï https://www.coloradoride.org 
Surmount Counseling LLC - https://surmountcounseling.com/ 
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Roaring Fork Hounds Pony Club 
Strang Ranch, Carbondale, CO 

https://www.facebook.com/RoaringForkHoundsPonyClub/ 
 

www.strangranch.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

www.aspenridingacademy.com/donate 
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TRAIL RIDES ς 2022 
RFVHC members enjoyed trail riding 2022 Spring ς Summer ς Fall 

on the Sutey Ranch, the Crown Jewel Horse Trail, the Glassier Equestrian Trail, on our 
White River National Forest Wilderness Trails, on the ColorŀŘƻΩǎ Western Slope and far afield. 

 
What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   
 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

   
 
 

   
 

   



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   
 

   
 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I  - 
I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 

No memory is ever alone; itôs at the end of a 
trail of memories, a dozen trails and each have 
their own associations.  
                                       Louis LôAmour 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    
 



 
 
 
 

                                                    THE TOWN HORSE 
 

Every morning in Frankfurt, Germany, you might catch a glimpse of Jenny, a horse who goes on 
a long walk every morning, all by herself. She has been taking the same route every morning for 
14 years, ever since her owner, now 79 years old, became unable to ride. She enjoys greeting all 
of the familiar faces along the way, and she stops and gets treats and pettings from some of her 
favorite humans. The locals treat her like a celebrity and happily clean up after her.  
 

A piece of paper is attached to her halter that reads, ñMy name is Jenny. I didnôt run away, Iôm 
just walking. Thank you.ò But the police get calls frequently from people who donôt know about 
the arrangement. The town is very familiar with the horse and the owner, and there have been no 
incidents in 14 years. A local veterinarian gives her routine checkups and continues to find her to 
be healthy and showing no anxiety about her unique lifestyle. 
 

  
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ς OFFICERS   
President: 
Karin Reid Offield ς  
561-301-7818 
karinoffield@icloud.com 
 
Vice President: 

Rheta Fulton 
970-948-6532  
rhetaFulton@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: 

Susan Cuseo ς  
970.963.1164   
scoutqzo@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Alexandra Anwyl-Davies ς   
970-963-8056 
Alexandra.anwyl@inhabitiq.com 
 
 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Rodeo/ Western Heritage 
 
Shannon Weeks ï  Shannon is 25 years old from Carbondale, CO. She has been 
involved in the rodeo community for over 7 years and has participated in barrel racing for 
11 years competitively. A graduate from Colorado Mesa University in 2020 with a degree 
in Business Administration & Marketing, Shannon participated in FBLA-PBL a 
professional collegiate business organization, where she won awards for marketing, 
management and business communication. Keeping her hand in the competitive rodeo 
arena, she was an active member of the CMU Rodeo Team. She also represents two 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ς 
Chairmen and Committee Heads: 
 

Communications Chair: 
Holly McLain ς  
970-948-2151 
rumbleridge@gmail.com 
 
Membership:  
Interested in working with a great non-profit ?  
Contact one of us!   
 
Western Heritage Chair  
Marty Schlumberger 
970-379-1202 
ms@sopris.net 
 

Trails Chair & Secretary: 
Susan Cuseo ς  
970-963-1164   
scoutqzo@gmail.com 
 
Education and Equine Health Chair: 
 Sam Johnson DVM -     
720-838-3269 
drj@glenwoodvet.com 
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businesses - the Monat Beauty (vegan  products line) and BEMER (Bio-Electro-
Magnetic-Energy-Regulation) therapy sessions for horses.  
Shannon works for ñWindWalkersò, an equine assisted therapy center, Missouri Heights, 
Carbondale, CO. as the Executive Assistant. In her spare time she enjoys training her 
barrel horses and spending quality time with her family. The RFVHC welcomes this new 
young board member, who brings fresh perspectives to our organization.  
 

  
 
Arnie Mordkin ï Has been a Snowmass Village resident for 28 plus years, when he 
established ñ Snowmass Lawò at that time. Snowmass Law provides top-notch council 
and legal representation for clients charged with criminal offenses. Arnie has been 
involved with horses, starting in upstate New York as a nine years old boy. As many 
young horse lovers have done, he worked at stables in exchange for riding horses. His 
connection to horses and our Western Rodeo Legacy has taken him all over the West 
with season passes to Cheyanne Frontier Days rodeo, The National Finals Rodeo, Las 
Vegas, NV, and he is the Snowmass Rodeo Slack Announcer annually. He also helps the 
Snowmass Rodeo with the Kidôs events; the calf catch, mutton busting and he is involved 
with the exciting rough stock performances. Horses, our Western Heritage and the 
Snowmass Rodeo are of paramount concern to protect and preserve for future 
generations. The RFVHC welcomes Arnie Mordkin to our board, as a champion for the 
cause.  
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

Events Chair & Vice President: 
Rheta Fulton 
970-948-6532 
RhetaFulton@gmail.com 
 
Public Relations Chair  
Charlie Henderson ς  
917-755-1951 
Chantalinaspen@gmail.com 
 

Community Out Reach 
Chuck Maker DVM  
970-319-0550 
drmaker@alpineequine.net 
 
Instagram & Trails:  
Taylor Van Zyl ς  
970-379-3091 
vzperfhorses@gmail.com 
 
Marketing (Interim) and Facebook: 
Karin Reid Offield ς  

561-301-7818 
karinoffield@icloud.com 
 
 

 

 

                                 Amish snowplowing ï What a good horse! 
 

Amis 

 
       The horses know the way  
           to carry the sleigh. 

 
 

 

Winter Solstice ï All is calm ï All is bright 
A time for comfort and joy 
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SNOWMASS RODEO 

 
Below is the current Snowmass Rodeo approved plan for 2024 

The 2023 Snowmass Rodeo will be held at the existing facility, as is, because the wetlands 
next to the rodeo grounds must be incorporated into the entire Town Park Plan and the 
wetlands plan has not yet been approved. For more wetlands information:  
https://www.rfvhorsecouncil.org/uploads/1/1/1/9/11199712/lets_protect_the_wetlands_-_smff_photos_essay.pdf  

 

 

                Click link to enlarge map: (then click the image  to enlarge) 
https://www.rfvhorsecouncil.org/uploads/1/1/1/9/11199712/town_council_approved_rodeo_layout.jpg 
 

RFVHC worked with the TOSV ï POSTR board & SWHA board to secure the following 
elements for contestant safety and proper rodeo function: 

¶ Contestant warm up area 

¶ Barrel racer run in entry gate  

¶ Barrel racers separate exit gate 

¶ Adequate livestock pens 

¶ Contestant bleachers 
 

This design includes TOSV Recreation Department storage facility under the main 
Grandstand.  

 

THE RODEO CONTESTANT & SPECTATOR PARKING IS INADEQUATE! 
 

TOSV must provide parking for the 45 to 48 competitorôs trucks & trailers and enough 
spaces for the Snowmass Fire Departmentôs approved 2000 spectators that either 
arrive by bus or by automobiles.   
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